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computer. The.Plantago species, commonly known as

plantain, plantain-leaf and field-speedwell, are perennial
herbs that occur in North America, Europe, Asia, the

Mediterranean region, Africa and Australia. Plantago is a
Latin word meaning "plantain" and refers to the shape of
the leaves. The genus name is derived from the Greek
word "planta" which means "plant." It is a commonly
used name for pharmaceuticals. Plantago species are
used as herbal medicines and folk remedies and are

employed in homeopathic preparations. There are about
200 species of Plantago in the world and in the United
States there are approximately 20 species of plantain

(see Plantago major). Most have very small, grey, woolly
flowers and umbels of terminal, flat, pointed, spiny

bracts in close head. The leaves of most of the species
are oval in shape. The leaves usually have crenate teeth
but they can also be smooth-edged or sharply serrated.

The leaf margin is usually rounded to heart-shaped, but it
can also be distinctly notched or even serrated. The

leaves in all species are vernally contracted, and their
vernal growth is usually absent. Many have two or more

pairs of leaves that are deeply crenate. The genus
comprises more than 250 species, some of which are

often locally common. Within the genus Plantago there
are subgenera Echinopsis (7 species), Draco (110
species), Greenia (25 species), Leucogalmoides (3
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species), Mertensiana (1 species), Plantaginis (80
species), Plattia (7 species), Pulsatilla (5 species) and

Rhinanthus (5 species). The Botanical Gazette states that
the genus Plantago includes about 200 species. Plantago
comprises a series of Mexican species that are not native
to the United States. To illustrate, Plantago discoidea A.
Gray, is a Mexican species that occurs in the Sonoran
region of Mexico and is cultivated as a garden plant in
the United States. It is the type species of the genus

Plantago. According to the internal transcribed spacer
(ITS) phylogeny, Plantago discoidea is a sister species to

Plantago umbellata Mill. (Plantago subgenus
Mertensiana). The Ancient Plant Conservancy has placed
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